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The Research Question 
 

 

What are the factors that impact on 
the timing of engagement in early 
intervention services by children 
with permanent hearing loss and 
their families? 

 

 



Development of the research question 

Å We do annual chart audits to measure our performance 
against national guidelines 

Å This is done with a small random sample ɀ 35-40 charts 

Å The information obtained suggested barriers to 
engagement with early intervention 

Å This anecdotal evidence led to the development of a 
research question 



 
From our chart audits we already know: 
 Around 50% of children referred to QHLFSS through Newborn Hearing 
Screening show evidence of engagement in an EI service by 4 months of 
age. 

% 

Engaged in EI by 4 months of age 
*NA = not at stage of decision-making yet 



Early identification and early 
intervention produce better 

language outcomes in 
children with hearing loss.  

A quick look at the literature  

(A systematic literature review is 
beyond the scope of this project).  



What does the literature tell us? 

Family adjustment is significantly 
positively correlated with child 

outcomes across multiple 
studies.  

1. Parental Involvement 

2. Attachment 

3. Stress and coping 



What does the literature tell us? 

What practical factors 
specifically relate to 
engagement in early 

intervention?  


