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5ŜŦƛƴŜ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ Κ 



Family Engagement ς a definition 

άCŀƳƛƭȅ engagement occurs when there is an on-going, 
reciprocal, strengths-based partnership between families 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦέ  
(Halgunseth & Peterson, 2009) 

 
άBehaviors that connect with and support children or others 
in their environment in ways that are interactive, 
purposeful, and directed toward meaningful learning and 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦέ (Sheridan et al, 2011) 
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Why is family engagement  
so important? 
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How can we MAXIMIZE engagement 
+ minimise poor communication outcomes? 
 



Why variable outcomes?  

Family adjustment 
correlated with Child 

Outcomes 
 

McLean 2014 

Parent behavior 
critical factor in early 
language learning. 

 
Pediatr 2013 

Peer support critical 
in early stages of 

intervention 
  

Reichmuth et al 2013 

Family centered 
approach increases 
parent  confidence  

  
Marriage 2013 

McLean, Young (2007); Sarant (2014) VanDam et al (2012); Quittner et al. (2013); Marriage (2012) 
 

Parents of children 
with HL have higher 

stress scores 
  

Sarant 2014 

Family 
empowerment 
increases self-

efficacy+outcomes 
  

DesJardin 2008 



Context: our own backyard_HOW? 
Shepherd Centre Outcomes Early Intervention  (CA5 & 6yrs) 



Context: What others indicate as  
possible 

ÅChing et al., 2013 ς The LOCHI Study   
ÅSarant et al., 2014 ς ARC Cochlear Implant Study 
ÅFulcher et al., 2014  
ÅDettman et al., 2013  
ÅDornan et al., 2007 
 
 

 
But there is variability ς we can reach for the sky but 

ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
 



Is every child reaching their communicative potential? 



Attendance and language outcome 
grouping n=251 
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Total Language Score ς PLS/CELFP2 



Outcomes: By Socioeconomic Status 
Standard Language Assessments 

n=151 

Despite previous beliefs:  
No apparent difference between lowest and highest levels of SES 



Outcomes: F2F vs Teleintervention 
Standard Language Assessments  
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Look differently 
at outcomes 

What drives 
outcomes? 

Engaged LISTENING 


